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CORONAVIRUS — INTERSTATE BORDER RESTRICTIONS — 
CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER ADVICE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.47 am] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the Premier for misrepresenting the health advice of the Chief Health 
Officer regarding COVID-19 interstate border options and refusing to provide the full health 
advice to this house and the broader community, preventing a proper and considered evaluation 
of all the border options in the best interests of all Western Australians. 

I am waiting for an indication from our Whip that there are enough members here. I understand we have reached 
agreement with the government to allow a 15-minute contribution from the opposition and 15 minutes for the 
government. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.48 am]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 

, subject to the debate being limited to 15 minutes for government and 15 minutes for non-government 
members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the 
support of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.49 am]: I move the motion. 

Before I commence my comments on the substantive motion, I make clear that this motion does not seek to change 
our border arrangements in any way, shape or form. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This motion seeks to ensure that there is transparency and accountability to the people of 
Western Australia.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This has nothing to do with tearing down any borders, as has been the suggestion of the 
health minister and the Premier in and out of this place. That is fundamentally not the case. 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I doubt that Hansard can hear a single word because of the rabble on the other side shouting across 
the chamber. I ask you to bring them to order. It is unacceptable. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Members, the member for Dawesville has the floor. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you very much, Madam Acting Speaking. Since COVID-19 arrived in Australia, the 
people of this state, the media, this opposition and, indeed, the Parliament as a whole have put their trust and faith 
in this Premier and this government, because no-one wanted to see politics interfering in the lives and health of 
Western Australians. Throughout this pandemic, we have seen huge changes in the way that we live our lives. The 
Liberal Party has supported these decisions the whole way through. 
Several members interjected. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Whether it has been the dozens of pieces of legislation that we have sought to expedite through 
this place, the restriction decisions that were made to close or open businesses, or the decisions on our borders, the 
Liberal Party has been in full support of this government at every step of the way. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Our support has been predicated on the fact that all Western Australians have supported these 
decisions. It is not just us; the public, the journalists and the Parliament have backed this Premier, because the Premier 
made it very clear very early on that every decision he made would be based on expert health advice provided by 
the Chief Health Officer. The decisions that have impacted the people of our community so much have been entirely 
predicated on advice from the CHO. All of us took the Premier at his word, until yesterday, as we had assumed that 
politics would not get in the way of his decision-making. The reality is that the Premier said time and again that all 
the decisions that he and this government had made were based on expert health advice—that is, advice from the 
Chief Health Officer. That was the advice that determined whether businesses would open or close. That was the 
advice that would have prevented people from getting married. That was the advice that determined when people 
could go to funerals. More importantly, that was the advice about when people would be able to travel throughout 
the rest of the country, and that is the basis of this motion today. 
Throughout the entire time that this travel ban has existed, the Liberal Party and, indeed, the broader Western Australian 
community recognised the importance of those arrangements, particularly early on as the contagion spread. Indeed, 
it was the Liberal and National Parties that called for those border arrangements to be put in place in the first place. 
At a press conference on 5 April, the day that it was announced that Western Australia’s border would close, the 
Premier said that the government did not have an easy answer for how long the closure would be in place. He told 
people to prepare for it to be in place for up to six months, and that it would be looked at every month. The Premier 
stressed that the decision would be based entirely on the advice of the Chief Health Officer. In every subsequent 
media conference and in statements to this place, this Premier, this health minister, this police minister and this 
Minister for Tourism have said very clearly that decisions would be made on the basis of the health advice. On 
20 April, the Premier said that no decisions on restrictions and the border would be made unless the health advice 
was very clear. On 12 May, the Deputy Premier said all restrictions, including the border arrangements, had 
been done with the advice of the Chief Health Officer. On 25 May, the Premier said the arrangements were based 
on the best health advice. He said that when the government could ease restrictions, it would. That included the 
border arrangements. Then on 1 October, when asked by a journalist, the Premier indicated that his all-or-nothing 
approach was based on the medical advice confirmed in the Federal Court, which heard all the evidence of the 
Chief Health Officer. 
For each of these months during the state of emergency, all of us have followed you, Premier. The leadership that 
your government has displayed, together with the national cabinet, has undoubtedly put you in a very favourable 
position with the people of Western Australia, because they appreciated and expected that each of the decisions 
you had made had been based on the best of health advice. What we found yesterday was that that is not the case 
at all. We followed you because we trusted this government to make the right decisions based on expert health 
advice. As the Premier continued to build his profile, everyone accepted that he had to make tough decisions that 
changed and impacted our lives in ways that none of us could have imagined at the start of this year. But he said it 
was the health advice that informed him every step of the way. The Premier said that it would be an all-or-nothing 
approach to the borders, and that this decision was informed by the Chief Health Officer. He said that he could not 
pick and choose states as he wanted to, because the Chief Health Officer said that we needed 28 days of no 
community transmission throughout the entire country before we could consider opening our borders—that it was 
an all-or-nothing approach. But what we found out yesterday was that the Premier has been misleading the people 
of Western Australia with every statement like that that he has made. 
Yesterday, we found that our trust and investment in this Premier was misplaced. He misled the people of 
Western Australia. It was revealed that the Chief Health Officer has said for some time that this is not a binary 
choice; this is not a choice of all or nothing. This is, in fact, a choice that could be made not as a hard border but as 
a smart border—that there are options available to the government that could see Western Australians travel safely 
right now to places like the Northern Territory, which has not had community transmission for 194 days, the ACT, 
South Australia and Tasmania. The Chief Health Officer himself volunteered Queensland as well. The reality is 
that options are available to this government that are not all or nothing. The Premier’s suggestion that only all or 
nothing was available to the government is wrong, misleading and a fabrication of the truth. The Chief Health Officer 
has said that there are other options available and that the government could ensure that Western Australians could 
travel freely.  
This is about the Premier’s integrity. This is about making sure that he has been truthful with the people of 
Western Australia. He is doubling down on his hard border because he knows that, up until the revelation 
yesterday, it was politically advantageous to do so. He has misled the people of Western Australia. He has not only 
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breached his ministerial code of conduct, which seeks to ensure that all government members act with integrity, 
but also misled the people of Western Australia more broadly. He has had a swagger in his step since he realised 
that this was politically popular—that is, until yesterday, when the Chief Health Officer, a man whose integrity 
the Premier should try to replicate from time to time, showed the Premier to be immoral for misleading the people 
of Western Australia. The Premier of Western Australia has been revealed to be devoid of morals. Once again, 
you have been revealed as the slimy politician that you actually are! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Your integrity is now at risk. You should hang your head in shame for misleading the people 
of Western Australia and you should stand condemned! 
Several members interjected. 
MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [9.57 am]: I want to make it really clear at 
the outset that this is not about us supporting or not supporting the hard border. 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Madam Acting Speaker — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Enough now. Leader of the Opposition. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I know that I am on a hot topic that is hurting those who sit opposite me when the screaming 
banshees at the back of the room are let loose. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: That’s a bit gendered, don’t you think? 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: It is a non-gender-specific word. 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: This motion is not about our support or lack of support for the borders; this is about the 
integrity of the Premier! 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: This goes to the heart of your integrity and your character, Premier. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Dr D.J. HONEY: One of our members was called for mentioning a single word quietly. We have government 
members screaming at the Leader of the Opposition, who is talking about a most important matter, and there is no 
bringing them to order. I ask you to bring the chamber to order. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): The Leader of the Opposition has the floor. 

Debate Resumed 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: For the last six months, this Premier has gone out again and again in front of the cameras 
and told the Western Australian community that he has acted on the best advice of the Chief Health Officer to 
close the borders. Yesterday, we found out in a parliamentary committee hearing that the Chief Health Officer had 
given the Premier different advice. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Member for West Swan, you should be quiet and listen! Be quiet and listen! Stop defending 
this poor person! 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Madam Acting Speaker! 
Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: What is the point of having standing orders in this house? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: It is an absolute disgrace!  
The SPEAKER: You shouting at me when I am standing on my feet is a disgrace, too. Members, we will hear 
this in silence. Thank you. 
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Mrs L.M. HARVEY: For six months we have listened to the Premier when he has gone out and said to the 
community that he is acting on the health advice of the Chief Health Officer with regard to the border closure. The 
Liberal Party and members of the Western Australian community supported the hard border closure because they 
believed that that was the advice of the Chief Health Officer. I have a lot of respect for Andy Robertson, and that 
is why we have been asking the Premier for six months to table the health advice in this place. We have asked the 
Premier to table the advice of the Chief Health Officer, and he has repeatedly refused to do so. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Chief Health Officer was then put in a cupboard for a few months and was not able to 
speak to anyone. He has finally been allowed to appear before a parliamentary committee and we found out why the 
Premier will not table the advice. It is because he has not, in actual fact, been acting on the advice of the Chief Health 
Officer; he has been cherrypicking advice for his own political advantage. The Premier needs to apologise for the 
harm and hurt he has caused in the community. Western Australians have been through a lot of pain over the last 
six months. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Premier needs to apologise to all the small business owners who have suffered as a result 
of his decision. He needs to apologise — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members on my right! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Premier needs to apologise to the farmers who have had to plough their crops into the 
ground for lack of skilled labour. He needs to apologise to every family that has missed a funeral. He needs to 
apologise to every family that has been unable to be at the bedside of their dying relatives because of his border 
closure. He needs to apologise to every family that has missed — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, this is a very important issue. You might have a different opinion from that of the 
Leader of the Opposition, but she has a right to speak. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Premier needs to apologise to the families that have missed births and weddings, the 
families that have had to set aside family reunions, and the families that have missed going to funerals. He has 
significantly breached the trust of the people of Western Australia because of his lack of accountability and 
transparency. If he had tabled the health advice from the get-go, none of this would have happened, because everyone 
in the community would have known that there were a series of options available—options that the Premier chose 
to ignore because he wanted to go with what he thought would be the politically popular option. The border closure 
is politically popular, but it is not based on the health advice of the Chief Health Officer; yet that is what the Premier 
told people, repeatedly. That was not the truth. The Premier needs to tell the truth. He has a significant character flaw: 
he consistently overreaches and he wallows in self-adulation. All his senior members and backbenchers knew that — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Members on my right, I will start calling you. As I said, this is a very important issue. 
You might not agree with what the Leader of the Opposition is saying, but she has the right to say it. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: All the Premier’s senior members and backbenchers knew that this day was coming, because 
it was ultimately foolish to continue stoking a climate of fear in the community—creating fear amongst our 
seniors, who thought that the hard border was the only option available to them and that that was the advice of 
the Chief Health Officer. They knew — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, this is your last warning. I will throw people out. I can throw people out on the first 
call, if I want to, because you are disrupting the way the Parliament should be run. Leader of the Opposition. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: They knew that the Premier’s hubris and spin would catch up with him. They knew that his 
overconfidence in his position would catch up with him. They knew that people out there in the community were 
starting to question these decisions. The pressure is starting to come on. Families who have missed out on funerals, 
businesses that are failing, travel agents that have been let down—they all believed that their livelihoods and mental 
health were being affected and that their lives were being disrupted because the Premier was acting on the advice of 
the Chief Health Officer. He said unequivocally, again and again, “I am acting on the best advice of the Chief Health 
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Officer.” He cannot now deny that the Chief Health Officer has said that the advice he gave the Premier was different 
from the decisions the Premier made. The Premier needs to explain — 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the first and last time. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Premier needs to explain to the community why his decision differed from the advice 
the Chief Health Officer gave him. He needs to tell the truth and table all the advice. 

Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Belmont to order for the first and last time in this discussion. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Premier needs to tell the truth. We know that this is a serious issue for him; it is an issue 
of his integrity, his arrogance and his hubris. I know it is an issue that he is concerned about, because his spin doctor 
is in the gallery, watching what is going on. 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [10.05 am]: I want to briefly speak to this 
motion brought on by the Liberal Party. The Nationals WA support the motion. I was actually shocked when I read 
the transcript of yesterday morning’s committee hearing and learnt that there was apparently more recent advice 
than the advice that was tabled by the Premier when he purported to provide the house with all the advice. I went 
through that package of advice this morning and I cannot find anything that is relevant to what the Chief Health 
Officer talked about in the committee transcript. He talked about his most recent advice on making distinctions 
between the various jurisdictions throughout the country. As the Nationals WA have said all along, we support the 
state government in maintaining the border closure and taking the necessary measures to keep the community safe, 
provided it is in line with health advice. But we rely on the government to be honest and upfront about what that 
health advice is. It was very disappointing to me to read that transcript and to come to the understanding that 
apparently there were two sets of advice—the advice that has been tabled and the advice that the government has 
not tabled. If that is not the case, if that is an erroneous view, I will happily withdraw my support for this motion. 
But I urge the Premier to tell the house exactly what advice he has been relying upon, whether the full advice that 
the Chief Health Officer provided to him has been tabled, and whether the Chief Health Officer’s transcript of 
evidence to the committee has, in some way, given me a misleading view. It appears to me that other advice has 
been given to the Premier and it has not been tabled, as the Premier said it would be. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [10.07 am]: I want to confirm to the house that the measures this 
government has put in place to protect the people of Western Australia have worked. We have now had six months 
and one week without any community spread of COVID-19 in Western Australia. If we look at other states around 
Australia and other countries around the world similar to Australia, we see that their situations are diabolical. There 
have been mass deaths and economic dislocation not seen since the Depression. The public health initiatives that 
we have put in place in Western Australia, including the hard border, have been very, very successful up to this 
point in time. Our public health outcomes have been outstanding. If members compare that with the failures 
internationally—in Britain and the United States, and particularly with the New South Wales government’s failure 
in the case of the Ruby Princess, in which hundreds of infected people were allowed to disembark and a great many 
people died as a consequence—they will see that the situation here is incredibly strong. A consequence of that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left, it is the same for you in this situation. You have brought up a very important 
issue. Let the Premier answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Not only have we had outstanding health results in Western Australia, we have also had 
outstanding economic results. The jobs figures that came out today show that our unemployment rate is now the 
equal lowest of any state in Australia and that 75 900 jobs have been created since May. They also show that 
73.7 per cent — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the first time.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The figures show that 73.7 per cent of all jobs lost due to COVID have been recovered and 
that 49 500 more Western Australians are in work than when we came to office, notwithstanding the fact that we 
have the highest participation rate in Australia. The jobs figures that came out today are a credit to Western Australia 
and to Western Australians. They are a consequence of the fact that, as a state, we have successfully managed 
COVID-19 and kept the virus out and Western Australians have adhered to guidance and done the right thing 
during a very difficult period. 
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Who has tried to undermine that the whole way along? It is the Liberal Party! Its members have tried to undermine 
it the whole way along. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Members of the Liberal Party seem to want the virus to come in. They seem to need the virus 
to come in. They say that the New South Wales model is better. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Is there anything else, Treasurer? I will just call you to order for the first time. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member for Hillarys interjected, “You are just a grub!” I call upon him to withdraw 
that comment. 
The SPEAKER: I heard that on that side yesterday, but it was someone else. Was that you today, member for Hillarys? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Own up to saying it. You said it! 
The SPEAKER: Do you withdraw? 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Mr Speaker, if you ask me to withdraw, I withdraw it. 
The SPEAKER: I have asked you. Thank you. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In the opening comments of the member for Dawesville, we heard that the Liberal Party has 
supported us the whole way along. What an absolute fabrication! I have here, from 19 May — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: How’s your health advice? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Do not worry. I will get to that. 
On 19 May 2020, Jacob Kagi asked the Leader of the Opposition, “If you were Premier, would you reopen the 
interstate border now?” The opposition leader answered, “I would.” On 20 May 2020 — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I protected you when you spoke. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In relation to Mr Clive Palmer, the Leader of the Opposition said, “Why is he blocking 
Clive Palmer?” The Liberal Party and Clive Palmer are in a conspiracy to bring down the border in Western Australia 
and to damage the health of Western Australians on the basis that the New South Wales model, under which there 
are outbreaks, people are dying and parts of the economy are shut down, is somehow the gold standard. That is the 
Liberal Party standard. That is what the Liberal Party wants in conjunction with Mr Clive Palmer, its political ally. 
That is exactly what has happened in Australia. The Liberal Party endorses New South Wales as somehow being the 
gold standard when in actual fact New South Wales has been a dirt standard in managing this over the last six months. 
At every point, this government has followed the health advice of the Chief Health Officer. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will table the health advice that the opposition leader — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Members opposite have asked the question. I will table the health advice for them. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Do they want it or do they not? 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will table the health advice for them. It is health advice that we have tabled before, but I will 
table for them letters by the Chief Health Officer. I will read them to members opposite and I would like them to 
understand and listen. This is a letter from 24 June 2020 to the Commissioner of Police. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: We’re in October! 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: Do not worry. There is more coming. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left, I will not hesitate to name someone today. Do not worry about it. This is 
something very important that you have brought up on your side of the house. If you want an answer from the 
Premier, listen. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Here is the health advice of 24 June, upon which we were acting at that time. It states — 

The implementation of border controls at both the international and state levels, along with public 
health, mass gathering and social distancing measures, continues to be highly effective in controlling the 
COVID-19 outbreak in Western Australia … On 20 May 2020, I advised the Premier that, until community 
spread is eliminated in the two affected jurisdictions (New South Wales and Victoria), which would 
require at least a month to confirm (two 14-day incubation periods), opening of the interstate borders was 
not recommended. 

In other words, on 20 May, that is the advice we received. It was confirmed again on 24 June of this year. It is there 
in black and white. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Just wait! The Chief Health Officer confirmed that further in the letter. Paraphrasing, he 
said that relying upon other jurisdictions’ border measures and the like was unwise and we should rely upon our 
own. It continues — 

Until community spread is eliminated in the affected jurisdictions, which will require at least a month 
to confirm … or reduced to such low levels as to pose a minimal risk, such as in New South Wales, 
where rapid containment measures have prevented further spread, opening of the interstate borders is 
not recommended. 

That was on 24 June. He confirmed it again. The same advice was given to me on 20 May. This has been tabled 
before, but I will table it again. 

[See paper 3890.] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Federal Court then ruled on these matters, having heard from experts who are 
world-renowned. On 25 August 2020, the Federal Court stated — 

If the border restrictions were replaced by that suite of measures plus a “hotspot” regime, involving either 
quarantining or banning persons entering from designated hotspots, they would be less effective than the 
border measures in preventing the importation of COVID-19. 

In other words, the Federal Court heard all the best evidence from around the world and said that the border measures 
work, because Clive Palmer and the Liberal Party took it to the Federal Court. There is the Federal Court for you! 
I table that ruling. 

[See paper 3891.] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I also have the Chief Health Officer’s written advice from yesterday. Members opposite asked 
for the latest health advice; here it is. I have not tabled it before now, because I got it this morning; and no, I did 
not ask for it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Now they are impugning the integrity of the Chief Health Officer. Let me read it out to them. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: When they hear the letter, they will understand why the advice was provided. This is a letter 
from the Chief Health Officer to the Commissioner of Police from yesterday. I learnt about it and got a copy of it 
this morning. Let me read it. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: It is just so convenient, isn’t it? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the third time. You are very close to being named. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013890a7a9707036a548e4748258603001630aa/$file/3890.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013891aff6b46cf9191b49548258603001630d8/$file/3891.pdf


Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 October 2020] 

 p6940b-6948a 
Mr Zak Kirkup; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mrs Liza Harvey; Dr David Honey; Mr Shane Love; Mr Mark 

McGowan; Mr Peter Katsambanis 

 [8] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Now the member for Dawesville is impugning his integrity and the police commissioner’s 
integrity. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You are so unfit for government! 

The letter states — 

Thank you for your email dated 13 October 2020 requesting my written advice on whether existing health 
considerations justify continuing the restrictions contained in the Quarantine (Closing the Border) Directions 
(as presently amended) for a further 14 days or lesser period from midnight on 15 October 2020. 

In other words, on 13 October, the police commissioner contacted the Chief Health Officer asking for further advice, 
because, under the state of emergency, it needs to be renewed. That is the context. It continues — 

While there is still no evidence of current COVID-19 spread in WA, with all recent cases involving 
international travel or maritime crew, the current situation in Victoria, while improving, has stalled and 
remains concerning … 

It continues — 

These measures — 

That is, the Victorian measures — 

are unlikely to be sufficient to prevent importation and community spread, particularly to neighbouring 
states, with ongoing reports of imported cases in NSW and South Australia. 

… 

NSW, after reaching of peak of 22 cases in this current outbreak, now has less than 5 community cases per 
day on a 5-day rolling average. This may be changing due to recent outbreaks, having reported 11 new 
community cases today. NSW has reported 49 cases in the last week, which includes cases in hotel quarantine. 
Given the testing and contract tracing being undertaken, this is expected to fall to less than 5 community 
cases per day in the next two weeks. The border controls are considered appropriate and proportionate 
at this time, but it is recommended that they be reviewed in 4 weeks, particularly if they have less than 
5 community cases per day. 

… 

For the reasons outlined above, I am of the current view that the Quarantine (Closing the Border) 
Directions should remain as currently promulgated but should be reviewed in 2 weeks’ time. Given 
continuing changes in the epidemiology in other States and the situation in Western Australia, I am happy 
to re-consider the above advice should there be significant changes in the public health situation. 

… 

Dr Andy Robertson 

CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 

Case closed! That is the advice provided by the Chief Health Officer, at the request of the Commissioner of Police, 
as of yesterday. I table that advice. 

[See paper 3892.] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In light of the opposition’s carry-on, I contacted the Chief Health Officer this morning to 
understand the situation further. He advised me that we are a very open society in Western Australia and therefore 
we are more vulnerable than other states if a case were to come in. In light of that, our situation would be more serious 
if a case were to come in. That is a fact. He advised me that we should consider further options in the future—exactly 
as his letter indicated—and that it needs to be assessed constantly. He advised me that the border needs to stay in 
place and that he is concerned about so-called border hopping in other states. That is the verbal advice he provided 
to me this morning, which reflects the written advice he provided yesterday. That is the current situation in 
Western Australia. 

The written and verbal advice by the Chief Health Officer indicates that at this point in time the border needs to 
remain in place to all states and territories. That is the confirmed position of the Chief Health Office. If the opposition 
wants to question that, that means it is impugning his integrity and also the integrity of the Commissioner of Police, 
who has been working with him on implementing these matters. Implementing these things is not easy. We have 
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people on the borders, at the airports and doing inspections on quarantine facilities and houses around the state. 
Obviously, implementation is a big issue, which is what the Chief Health Officer was talking about yesterday. 
Implementation of all these matters is difficult, and people are doing a good job. I wish that just for once the 
Liberal Party would show a little bit of constructiveness when dealing with these matters. It comes in here and all 
it does is try to undermine everything this government has done to keep Western Australians safe over a very, very 
difficult period. All the opposition does is come in here and try to score political points in a shameful and shocking 
way, and it is embarrassing for the Liberal Party that it is doing this. Why does it not actually look at the health 
advice and at the outcomes and at what is happening around the world? People are dying in their thousands and, 
potentially, millions. People would have died here in their thousands had we not done what we have done. All we 
have copped from the opposition, the whole way along since May this year, is criticism, carping and undermining. It 
has been a shocking performance. The written advice is there for the whole world to see. The whole way along we 
have followed the health advice, and this government, despite the Liberal Party, has kept Western Australians safe. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (13) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr J.E. McGrath Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

 

Noes (33) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr F.M. Logan Mr S.J. Price Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr M. McGowan Mr D.T. Punch Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr M. Hughes Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw  

            
Pairs 

Mr P.J. Rundle Ms J. Farrer 
Mr D.T. Redman Ms M.M. Quirk 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr W.R. Marmion Mr J.R. Quigley 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr T.J. Healy 
Ms L. Mettam Mr R.R. Whitby 

Question thus negatived. 
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